Smith O’Brien’s Senior & Minor Club Review 19/11/2010

A busy year in all age groups is drawing to a close as we head towards the end of October.
A feature of 2010 was of course the hosting of the Feile in June which proved to be an
outstanding success. Well done also to the following players who represented the club at
county level during the year. They were Seamus Monaghan and Michael O’'Shea in the
Clare primary school team. Caimin Quigley, Shane Moloney and Tommy Reddan at under
14, Cian Nolan, Noel Mclnerney and David Gough at under 16 and Micheal Ryan and Mark
Stritch at under 17.

Under 6’s and under 8’s

Smith O'Brien’s ué’s and u’8’s under the guidance of Pat Sheedy and Willie Carey had a
very progressive year with up to 30 boys and girls training every Tuesday and Thursday
evening between March and September. They competed in various blitzes over the
summer months including our own festival tournament where they were runners up. All
players really enjoyed their time at training and blitzes and enjoyed the chance to play in
competitive games. The club would like to thank all players for their efforts as well as the
many parents who helped out during the year.

Under 10 to Under 12

This group had a long and productive season under the coaching of Paul Power and Moss
O’Shea. The large numbers training ensured that the players were willing and able in the
Go Games which took place throughout the season at various venues. We hosted Games in
Killaloe at each age group - all were well attended with thanks to the Minor Club for
providing welcome refreshments afterwards. Cul Camp took place from the 19" to 23 of
July in Killaloe with a total of 48 children taking part.

A new feature of the hurling calendar is games for the uneven ages which took place in
September and gave a great introduction to competitive fare at Under 9 and Under 11
level. Special thanks to the 9 and 10 year olds who willingly assisted the Under 12 hurlers
ensuring that games in that age group were played as numbers at Under 12 were tight. We
showed great courage and bravery in the Under 12 round robin games with away games
against Crusheen/Tubber, Feakle/Killanena and Corofin finishing with defeat to Broadford
in the knockout championship.

Under 13’s
Division 2 Final: Smith O’ Brien’s 3 -5 Broadford 3 -4

The old saying that a game is never over until the final whistle was never more relevant as
at Clooney Quin pitch last Saturday . Smith O’Brien’s went in at half time 5 points in arrears
but this team is never beaten. They restricted Broadford to a single point in the second half
due to the heroics of Cathal Stritch Seamus Monaghan and Declan Power and all the team.
With 33 minutes gone and 2 points down the game looked over but then Mike O’Shea
gained possession in his own half and raced through to score a great goal which was
followed by the final whistle .

Great scenes followed as they cup was presented to the captain and all the panel each
received beautiful trophies. The players were then brought to the clubhouse where they



were treated to a well deserved meal. Special thanks to Clooney Quin for organising the
tournament and to Broadford who contributed to a great final.

The panel lined out as follows : Declan McCarthy,Wayne Conway, Declan Power, Marcus
Hession, Paul Moroney, Cathal Stritch, David O’Shea, Seamus Monaghan, Eddie Burke,
Oisin Maloney, Michael O’'Shea, Fiontan Cahill, Luke Mills Morris, Paddy Gough, Niall
Moloney, Donal Watson, Michael Wiles, Evan McNamara, Eoin Power, Eanna McNamara,
Mikey Gough and Colin Balfe.

Under 14’s

The highlight of the year was the winning of the county 14B championship under the
expert management of Arthur Stritch and Charlie Power with assistance from Eoin Ryan.
We ran out 5-10 to 2-6 winners over Feakle/ Killanena in Cusack Park. The goal scorers were
Eddie Bourke with 3, Caimin Quigley and David O’Shea. There were many superb
performances throughout the field on the evening with special mention to the full back
line of Declan Power, Nathan Wood and Cathal Stritch who have remained solid
throughout the championship. Shane Moloney raised the cup to jubilant scenes of
celebration. All panel members showed great dedication to training which commenced in
the freezing January nights, and the Minor Club are very proud of their achievements.
Afterwards the club arranged for a well deserved meal at Wood Brothers in Killaloe.
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